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Key Messages for the UN 2023 Water Conference 

Top Line Messages 

- The bedrock of SDG 6 is understanding water and sanitation as human rights. This is the human 

face of all the issues which will be discussed at the conference. Water and sanitation touch the 

lives of every human being on the planet regardless of their status, location, ethnicity, gender, 

religion, etc… Access to these services can be the difference between quality of live or hardship, 

fulfilling the potential of each child and wasting it. 

- Social justice and the end of inequalities is the rock upon which we can build a resilient future that 

ensures everyone’s dignity, health and wellbeing. It provides the strong foundation from which we 

can effectively tackle the climate emergency together and build a future where education, the 

development of our economies and the elimination of poverty can become a reality. Access to 

clean water and the ability to live free from the dangers of poor sanitation and hygiene are not 

privileges. They are fundamental human rights. The foundation of our future is justice and justice 

begins here, with safe water, hygiene, and sanitation for all. 

- Water is a scarce resource with competing demands. However, the human rights framework 

provides helpful guidance as it clarifies a focus on the realization of human rights – as opposed to 

water uses which are primarily focused on commercial profit, such as large-scale agriculture and 

industry. We must prioritize water management in a way to uphold the human rights without 

discrimination: rights to water and sanitation, food (especially subsistence farming), health and 

the environment, among other rights in the Covenant.   

- Leadership, and accountability are critical “game changers” that SWA believes are essential for 

moving the needle towards the realization of the human rights to water and sanitation and SDG 6. 

They are cross cutting and need to feature not only in the Conference discussion, but also in its 

follow-up.  

• Sanitation and Water for All advocates for strong attention to the importance of leadership 

and political will at the conference. It is critical that Member States step up to act based on 

what we already know – that there are vast inequalities in access to water and sanitation 

which must be eliminated. Such action requires political commitment, and with such political 

support, financing, capacity, data, and other relevant interventions will be more likely to 

follow. It is crucial that political mobilization of leaders at the highest level comes out as a 

compelling input to the Water Action Agenda.  

• The SWA Mutual Accountability Mechanism (MAM) and its commitments is a model for a 

mechanism for SMART voluntary commitments which has been in practice since 2018. 

Using existing mechanisms, such as the MAM, will not only be more efficient, but also more 

sustainable and give more assurances of a systematic follow up to the Conference. SWA 

will bring the MAM to the Conference as a model for how multi-stakeholder accountability 

can work at national and global levels is included as another compelling input to the Water 

Action Agenda. 
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Messages on Interactive Dialogue Themes 

- It is crucial that the discussions at the Conference recognize that water and sanitation are central 

to all aspects of SDG 6 and beyond. Water and sanitation are cross-sectoral. They are integral to 

all topics of the Interactive Dialogues, the Water Action Agenda, and all the Conference topics 

and events.  

- Water for Health – it is critical to recognize that water and sanitation are first and foremost 

human rights. Without universal access to water, sanitation, and hygiene we will not be able to 

face current and future health threats that face humanity as a whole. 

- Water for Development - it is critical to recognize the role of water, sanitation and hygiene in 

supporting socio-economic development, in preventing future pandemics, enabling children to 

complete their schooling, allowing women to work and contributing to ending discrimination 

against women.  

- Water for Climate, Resilience and Environment – Water is the primary medium through which 

we are feeling the impacts of climate change, including serious implications for water and 

sanitation systems. Ensuring access to climate resilient water and sanitation services will 

contribute to making communities more resilient and enhancing their adaptive capacity. There are 

huge opportunities to contribute to global mitigation and adaptation goals by building a low carbon 

and climate resilient water-sanitation-hygiene sector.  

- Water for Cooperation – It is crucial to recognize that lack of access to water and sanitation is a 

security issue – for personal security and welfare, as well as a potential threat to national security. 

Inequalities in access can lead to social unrest and political upheaval. Governance mechanisms, 

including multi-stakeholder coordination platforms are the main guarantee for equitable 

sustainable access that bridges the gaps between development and humanitarian settings, 

including conflict and protracted crises which require interventions that foster peace (the triple 

nexus). 

- Water Action Decade – emphasising the power of partnership, multistakeholder processes, and 

good governance is essential. An enabling environment which encompasses regulatory 

structures, good governance, and appropriate laws, policies, and strategies, as well as 

institutional arrangements for planning, implementing, monitoring, and review – is indispensable 

for the realization of the human rights to water and sanitation. This will equip the sector to attract 

additional finance, and to maximize value from the financing which already exists. 

- A global conference without a solid follow up plan is a missed opportunity. SWA considers 

that ensuring follow up to the conference is one of the most critical dimensions of 

measuring success. The Summary of the President of the General Assembly from the 

Conference presents an opportunity to identify the institutions and initiatives that are already 

contributing to SDG6, and commitments undertaken to achieve it. SWA would like to make sure 

important follow-up opportunities for the sector are reflected in the summary of proceedings. This 

includes opportunities relating to the MAM and the SWA 2023 Finance Ministers’ Meeting. 


