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WASH aid policy WASH aid prioritization criteria 
Germany has traditionally been one of the world’s largest bilateral 
donors in the water and sanitation sector and is currently the largest 
donor in Africa. Germany’s Water Sector Strategy adopts IWRM 
principles and focuses on reaching the MDGs, highlighting pro-poor and 
human rights based approaches as well as on sanitation. Capacity 
development and sector reforms  are particular focal areas of German 
support to facilitate country-driven progress. 

1. WASH is a priority for partner countries 
2. Low access 
3. Poverty 
4. Established presence in-country or in-region 
5. Governance performance of partner country 
6. Relevance and significance of German 

contribution 

  

Strong increase in bilateral support to low income 
countries / Support to SSA doubles from 2008 to 2010 
Commitments in Million USD, 2005-2010 

Total bilateral commitments to the water 
and sanitation sector more than doubled  
Million USD, 2005-2010 
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Accountability 

Specific Target 

Germany is committed to provide access to 
drinking water to 25 million people and sanitation 
to 5 million people in Sub Saharan Africa by 2015. 

 

WASH aid priorities: Break up of 3 year commitments (2006-2008) by income group and MDG region 

 
Share of Low Income Partner Countries (2010) Low Income Countries 43% Others 57% 

Africa South 
of Sahara 

Low Income 
Countries 
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Reporting Predictability 

The Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) regularly publishes 
reports on development assistance, which include 
substantive sections on WASH. Parliament 
inquiries regularly into the sector, e.g. on 
Sanitation (2008) and the Human Right to Water 
(2010).  85%

1%
14%

5 or more years

3 to 5 years

less than 3 years

 

85% of all WASH aid 
commitments were for 5 
years or more. 
The amount of aid 
allocated to the WASH 
sector is expected to be 
stable over the next three 
years. 

 

Percentage of sanitation vs. drinking water  
Status as of 2008 

Emphasis on capacity development 
Percentage of TC vs FC from 2006 to 2009  

37%

63%

Sanitation

Drinking-Water

 

 

82%

18%

Technical
Cooperation

Financial
Cooperation

 
 

Funding channels (2008) Basic vs. large systems (commitments, 2008) 

5%

15%

80%

Direct Implementation

Budget Support to Govt. Progms.

Programme/Project Support
implemented by National Partner
Insititutions

 

57%

18%

25%

Large

Basic

Others

 
 

Alignment and Harmonisation 
Germany leads donor co-ordination in eight countries: Burundi, Egypt, Kenya, Mali, Peru, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia; 
Germany is part of donor co-ordination fora for WASH aid in Afghanistan, Benin, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Chad, DRC, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Macedonia, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Palestinian Territories, Phillippines, Rwanda, Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 
Tied vs. untied aid 
 

Aid coordinated with 
country programmes 

Use of country 
procurement systems 

Use of Project 
Implementation 
Units 

German aid is to 88% untied 
(OECD 2010, data from 2008). 
Grants and loans for financial 
aid are entirely untied. 

100% Country procurement system are 
used in two third of Germany’s 
ODA to the water sector. 

None 
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WASH aid bilateral commitments and disbursements 
Million USD, 2007 constant 

German contribution to multilateral organi-
sations spent on WASH 
Million USD, 2007 

  

Organisation 
 

Contribution 
 

Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) 1,7 

African Development Fund 
(AfDF) 20,1 

Asian Development Fund 
(AsDF) 5,8 

International Development 
Association (IDA) 99,7 

 
European Commission (EC) 105,5 

Total 233,0 

 
Source: Imputed Multilateral Contributions, OECD Secretariat 
Estimation [April 2010] 

 

Ten highest WASH aid recipients, ordered average commitments (2006-2008) 
Million USD, 2007 constant logarithmic scale 

  

   

 

 
 

 

Partner countries of German Development Cooperation in the water sector (January 2010) 

Sub-Saharan Africa Asia Latin America 
Central-, East- and 
Southeast-Europe 

Middle East/ 
Mediterranean Area 

Benin Afghanistan Bolivia Albania Algeria  

Burkina Faso  Nicaragua Bosnia-Herzegovina Egypt 

Burundi  Peru Kosovo Jordan 

DR Congo   Montenegro Lebanon 

Kenya   Serbia Morocco 

Mali    Palestinian Territories 

Sudan    Syria 

Tanzania    Tunisia 

Uganda    Yemen 

Zambia     
 

 


