
  

Sanitation and Water for All is a global partnership aimed at achieving universal and sustainable access to sanitation and drinking-water for all. 

Second SWA Global High Level Meeting 
Slated for April 2012 

 

Following the success of the Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) 
2010 Global High Level Meeting; UNICEF, on behalf of the SWA 
Partnership, plans to convene the second Global High Level 
Meeting in April 2012 just prior to the World Bank Spring 
Meetings, in Washington DC.  
 

As in 2010, the meeting will aim to bring together Ministers of 
Finance from developing countries with Ministers of 
Development Cooperation from donor countries to 1) 
demonstrate political and financial commitment to the 
sanitation and water sector, 2) improve targeting of resources, 
3) raise the profile of sanitation, and 4) strengthen 
accountability.  
 
The meeting aims to 
result in the redoubling of 
efforts to invest in 
effective best practices 
such as strong national 
government-led planning, 
transparency, cooperation 
and technical approaches 
that work at scale. 
 
As in 2010, participants will engage in a multi-stakeholder 
preparatory process, expected  to begin in October 2011, to 
build an appreciation among Ministers of Finance and 
Development Cooperation Ministers of the economic impacts of 
water and sanitation − both negative impacts from lack of 
access and positive impacts when access is achieved − and to 
identify specific actions each Government can take to 
accelerate progress to improved access to sustainable water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH). 
 

The SWA Secretariat will be providing more information shortly. 
If you are interested to learn more about the 2012 High Level 
Meeting process, please contact Cindy Kushner 
(ckushner@unicef.org). 

SWWW Seminar Convened by SWA:  

Accelerating WASH in Fragile and 
Post-Conflict States 

 

Tuesday, August 23 
14:00-17:30  

Room T6 
 

Highlights of the seminar include an update on 
the SWA National Planning for Results Initiative 
(NPRI), the multi-agency collaboration in Liberia, 
“what’s next” after the Country Status 
Overviews in Africa, and a thought-provoking 
presentation of what the sector might look like 
in ten years. 

 Arab Water Council (AWC) 

 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation  

 Government of Burkina Faso 

  Government of Germany 

 Institute for Sustainable Futures, University of 
Technology Sydney (ISF-UTS) 

 Government of Mozambique 

 Government of Timor Leste  

 Water and Sanitation Program at the World 
Bank (WSP) 

 Water and Sanitation for the Urban Poor 
(WSUP) 
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New Partners Since January 2011 Photo Credit UNICEF/Marvin Jones 
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On 4 May 2011, when President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf took 
her seat at the closing session of the Joint Mission for 
Improved Sanitation and Water in Liberia, she showed the 
high level political support that exists in the country to 
improve access to sanitation and water.  
  
For the Government, the Joint Mission was led by Ministry 
of Planning and Economic Affairs and involved the 
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Land, Energy and Mines, 
Ministry of Public Works, Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare, Ministry of Education, Monrovia City Corporation 
and Parliament.  
 
The Joint Mission was the culmination of several months 
of consultation between the Liberian Government and 
development partners and resulted in the Draft Liberia 
National Compact for Water and Sanitation.  
  
Inspired by The Ghana Compact, Liberia saw a Compact on 
sanitation, hygiene and water as a way to mobilize action 
and resources to address the main barriers to progress in 
the sector. Lack of investment is a problem, but an 
important underlying bottleneck to more investment is 
the nascent government institutions and planning in 
Liberia.  
  
The Liberia Compact is a political document, outlining 
specific actions for high level politicians, including the 
President, to take place during the next 12 months, such 
as:  

 

 President Johnson Sirleaf to appoint a National Water 
Resources and Sanitation Board   

 The President to establish also a Water and Sanitation 
Commission through an Executive Order and sign the 
Liberia WASH Compact 

 

 The inter-Ministerial board (NWRSB) to establish a 
WASH pooled-fund mechanism, leading to full ministry 
authority over sector financing 

  The National Rural Water Program of the Ministry of 
Public Works and the Division of Environmental and 
Occupational Health of the Ministry of Health & Social 
Welfare to be raised to the status of Bureau and 
Directorate respectively  

 The Ministry of Land, Mines and Energy to lead a review 
of the function of a number of institutions and 
directorates  

 The Ministry of Education to lead the development of 
school WASH standards and curriculum and mainstream 
WASH in the education system 

 A joint committee of senior officials from several 
Ministries to: 

° develop a detailed Sector Investment Plan with 
priorities and financing requirements  

 develop a capacity building plan for government, 
private sector and civil society. 

  
Active engagement by numerous SWA partners in the 
Joint Mission created stronger coordination among sector 
partners in-country, thereby strengthening accountability.  
The Joint Mission also gave new impetus to dormant 
policies by mobilizing high level support and engaging 
politicians on previous commitments. Development 
partners were responsive – and responsive as a 
coordinated group.  
  
Civil society noted that the development of the Compact 
was a highly inclusive and productive process. Monitoring 
and supporting the progress of the Compact will be crucial 
tasks for the Government of Liberia, donors, development 
partners, civil society, and the media.  

One Important Step towards Better Access to Sanitation and Water: The Liberia Compact 
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WASH Makes Top Priority  
in New Aid Programmes 

 

Launched in July 2011, the new Australian aid programme 
!ƴ 9ũŜŎǝǾŜ !ƛŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΥ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ς 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ makes water and 
sanitation a key strategic priority. The programme defines 
its first development objective as “Improving public health 
by increasing access to safe water and sanitation.” The 
programme aligns Australian assistance further with the 
Millennium Development Goals, and will invest significant 
funds to improve access to water and sanitation and 
prevent water-related illness. The programme is based on 
an Australian review of aid effectiveness. The programme 
report is available here.  
 

DFID launched the new aid policy /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ in March 2011, on the back of a review of UK 
development assistance. DFID will focus its assistance on 
those countries where the impact will be greatest. The 
programme also makes water and sanitation a top priority, 
pledging to  

 Provide 15 million people access to clean water 

 Improve sanitation for 25 million people, and  

 Improve hygiene for 15 million people.   
 
Rural areas will be the main focus for WASH assistance, as 
people in rural areas are five times more likely to be 
without clean drinking water than people living in cities. 
The document is available here.    
 

The 9¦ ²ŀǘŜǊ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ recently 
issued a paper that takes stock of the EU aid to water and 
sanitation, nearly ten years after the EU and African 
countries formed a partnership to improve the 
performance of aid in WASH and water resources 
management.  The paper notes that EU member states’ 
sanitation policies are well aligned with those of 
counterpart African Union members, creating a strong 
platform for carrying out national sanitation plans. 
However, the briefing paper also notes challenges, e.g. in 
ensuring that aid to the sector is provided where it is most 
needed.  The briefing note is available here.  
 

New research by WaterAid on WASH investments in Africa 
and South Asia combines analysis of global aid flows and 
national resource allocation and targeting. Initial findings 
focus on the inadequacy of existing resource allocation to 
meet in particular sanitation needs, the lack of attention to 
equity in targeting of government and donor investments, 
and the inadequacies of sector financial data for effective 
planning and monitoring. The report hũ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ ƻũ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΥ 
LƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘȅƎƛŜƴŜ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ will be released in the coming 
months. In the meantime, a briefing note is available here.    

National Planning for Results 

Initiative: Support to Country-led 
Planning  

Since the start of SWA, the Partners have recognized 
the need for a concerted and flexible approach to 
support countries that are off-track to meet the 
Millennium Development Goals targets for water and 
sanitation and are interested in strengthening their 
national sector plan or planning processes for the 
water and sanitation sector.  

In response, SWA is developing the National Planning 
for Results Initiative (NPRI). NPRI is an emerging 
initiative, currently in an action-learning phase. 
Under NPRI, Partners work together in close 
coordination – maximizing the strengths of each – to 
support country-led planning processes. In the 
future, NRPI will also provide tools to strengthen 
results-oriented sector planning.  

Figure 1: NPRI countries 

NPRI is built around four key objectives: 

1) To sustain political will to own and drive national 
plans and planning processes 

2) To support a consultative and sustainable 
planning process  

3) To develop clear, actionable and accountable 
plans  

4) To strengthen linkages between plans and large 
scale finance. 

As lessons are learned from the experience in Liberia, 

NPRI will be further developed and rolled out more 

widely within SWA.  Further information will be 

available in late 2011.  

http://www.ausaid.gov.au/publications/aidreview-response/effective-aid-program-for-australia.pdf
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2011/The-future-of-UK-aid/
http://www.euwi.net/files/Update_on_EU_Aid_to_Water_and_Sanitation_EUWI-Political_Briefing_Note.pdf
http://www.wateraid.org/documents/12922_english_briefing_note_off_track_off_target_final.pdf
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Current Sanitation and Water for All 
Steering Committee Members  

 
 

 Dr. Salisu Abdulmumin, AMCOW 

 Mr. Yaw Asante Sarkodie, Ghana 

 Mr. Kepha Ombacho, Kenya 

 Dr. Sudha Sharma, Nepal 

 Mr. Jawed Ali Khan, Pakistan  

 Mr. Disan Ssozi, Uganda  

 Ms. Lindiwe Lusenga, South Africa  

 Mr. Dick van Ginhoven, DGIS 

 Mr. Johan Gely, SDC 

 Mr. Sanjay Wijesekera, DFID  

 Prof. Khaled M. AbuZeid, CEDARE  

 Mr. Jon Lane, WSSCC  

 Mr. Osward Chanda, AfDB  

 Mr. Rudy Amenga-Etego, ANEW 

 Ms. Rolien Sasse, EWP 

 Mr. Yakub Hossain, FANSA 

 Mr. Darren Saywell, IWA 

 Mr. Henry Northover, WaterAid  

 Ms. Erma Uytewaal, IRC 

 Eng. Ebele Okeke, Leading Spokeswoman on WASH 

Research and Learning Constituency 

In the June 2011 meeting, the SWA Steering 
Committee decided to establish a new Constituency, 
the Research and Learning Constituency, as half of the 
Partners in the Sector Partners Constituency fall into 
this well-defined grouping. The Research and Learning 
(R&L) Constituency will have one seat on the Steering 
Committee to represent the distinct perspective of the 
R&L Partners. 
 

IRC, represented by Ms. Erma Uytewaal, has been 
elected by the R&L Partners to represent the group on 
the Steering Committee. 
 

There are now seven Constituencies in SWA, all 
represented on the Steering Committee:  
 

 Developing Country 

 Donor 

 Multilateral 

 Development Bank 

 Civil Society Network 

 Research and Learning 

 Sector Partners 
 
The Steering Committee now comprises 21 members. 

  

For More Information: 

www.sanitationandwaterforall.org 

Contributing to WASH Sector Reform: 
Progress on Commitments from 2010 

Sanitation and Water for All  
High Level Meeting  

 
Following the first Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) 
High Level Meeting in Washington DC in April 2010, the 
SWA Secretariat is conducting a monitoring exercise with 
the 30 participating countries, donors and development 
banks that tabled specific commitments to take action at 
the 2010 High Level Meeting.   
 
A preliminary analysis reflects responses received as of 
mid-August and includes 15 of the 19 attending 
developing countries and eight of the 11 attending 
donors/development banks.   
 
Of the 142 commitments made by the 15 responding 
developing countries, 66% have been fully implemented 
or the implementation is progressing well.  For the eight 
responding donors and development banks, 90% of the 
commitments have either been fully implemented or the 
implementation is progressing well.  According to the 
participants, the High Level Meeting had a notable 
influence on the progress of implementation, directly and 
indirectly. Developing countries generally report a 
stronger influence from the High Level Meeting than 
donors. 
 
Many participating developing country sector Ministries 
are reporting strong working relationships with non-
traditional sector partners, especially with Ministries of 
Finance. In some countries, sector policies have been 
further developed and sector coordination further 
improved due to the opportunity provided by preparing 
for and attending the High Level Meeting.  Participating 
countries emphasize that the UN-Water Global Analysis 
and Assessment of Drinking Water and Sanitation (GLAAS) 
information has bolstered understandings of the WASH 
sector, in particular on sanitation, among higher level 
political and financial decision makers.  
 
As SWA Partners begin preparations for the second High 
Level Meeting in 2012, the dual focus will be on 
strengthening accountability for the initial commitments 
made in 2010 and catalyzing further important action.  
¢ƘŜ {²! {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ нлмл IƛƎƘ [ŜǾŜƭ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
нлммΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {²! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

 

 


